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1.—Pip and the Convict.

N ENGLAND, In a lonely villngn not

. far from London, Uved nolitle op-

phan boy named Phillp Plerlp, whom

everybody called, for short, “Pip*

170s parents had died when he was

a baby, ond lie had Doon brought up by

his older slater, thd wife of Joo Gregory,

a blacksmith, whose forge looked out

across wide marshes and n river that
flowed through them.

Joe, tha blacksmith, was a falr-faced
man with flaxen whiskers and very hright
Ilue oyes, He was mild, honest, good-
natured,  swoeet-tempered,  easy-golng,
foolish, dear fellow, tender hearted and
kind to litlle Plp dnd yet b Hereolog for
slrengih, Vary different, Indeed, wisg
<Mrs, Jog," as everybody spoke of her;
shin was tall and bony and had black
balr. & red skin and o continupl habit
of scolding, Bhe may have loved Pip
in her way, but that wiy was a Vvery
cross-grained one. | She troated Joe, the
blg blacksmith, and Plp, the Httle hoy,
just allke, and they wern both enqunlly
in draad of her. This made them quite
liko partners, Whenever Pip come inta
the house ho used to look at Joe's (INE0TsE;
it Joa eroased them that was 8 slgn Mrs.
Joe was crosa nnd that Plp was lo Jook
out for himself.

Joe had an uncle named Puamblochook,
a corn seller In the next town and o
pompous old hypoerite. He hnd o way
of standing Pip hefare hlm, rumpling up
his halr ond ashking him hard questions
out of the multipllention table, and when-
ever ha spoke of any one who was un-
grateful or wicked he would glower at
Plp In a way that made him feel very
uncomfnriahle, Another who camo as
often and was almost ns dlsmal to see
was Wopsle, the clerk, who read the les-
son in chureh every Sunday. Ido had
an' jdea ho would make a grent actor
pnd used  to reecite wholo pages from
*Bhakespeare, when ho could find any one
to lsten to him.

Worst of nll was o workman of Joo's
named Orllek.  He was o loose-llmbed,
swarthy, slouching glant with a hang-dog
look. e used to tell Pip that the
devil lived In a ‘certaln corner of tha
forge, and once in every seven yoars tha
fire had to be rekindled with o llve boy.
Orlick  at' heart disliked everybody—
especially harmiess Httlo Flp—and often
quarreled with Mrs, Joe,

PBosides the blacksmith, the only one
whe  undorstood Plp was o little glrl,
named Biddy, about his own age and nn
orphan, too, Bhe lked him nnd used
to help him swith his lessons pt achool,

But In splta of Joe and Blddy, Flp
wis sometimes so lonely and miserable
that he would steal off alone to the
village churchyard, where his father and
mother lay burled, to ery. 3

One afternoon—It wus the day hefore
Christmas—Pip was mora wretehed than
usual, and was sliiing crying among tho
graves, when suddenly a rough voloe
spoka hehind him, “Keep still, you 1ttla
imp!" it said, Yer Il cut your throat!'
WWith the words a man rose up from
Lehind o tombstone pnd seized him.

e was o fearful-looking man, dressed
all In gray elothes, with @ pgreat dron
band riveted onto his leg. Hlis shoes
were ‘torn, he hid no hat and wore a
ragged, dirty handkerchief tied areund
hiz head,  He was sgakied with water,
caked with mud anddimped dnd shivered
as he walked, He sot Pip on n tomb-
stone and tlted him so fop bock that
the church steeple scemed to turn n
somersault, growling at him In & terrible
voice,

Pip had never been so frightened In
nis Nfe, Witk o trembling volce hoe
begged his captor to spare him, The
man agked him hls name and whera ha
Hved, and told bim he would let him
&0 on one conditlon.  He had to prom-
to come next morping at daylght to o
certaln §pot In the morshes and to bring
a fle nnd something to o edt, Amd ho
gald If Plp did not do so, or if he told
any one what he was Holng 10 do, he
would catch him again and cut out hls
heart and eat it

Thig terrlile thrent frightened poor
little Plp more than ever, His volen
ghinok so that he eould hardly promiss,
and when the man set him down he

ran home g8 fost a8 hls legs wouold curry
him.

The evening was o miserabdn one. Pip
thought he would save hig own supper
for the man In ease he should not be
able 1o get Into Lils elster's pantry, B0
fnetead of eatlng his bread and butter
he slipped It down his trouser 1eg,

Hefore lopng o great  gun began  to
boom, and he asked Joo what 1L wis,
The blacksmith told him that in the river
peross the marglios. wers ‘anchered some

big hulke of ships, e 1 Noah's
arks where eonviots wers ielsoners,
and that the gun v 1 nul that some
of thess eonvict paels . Then
Tip knew tha mar promised o

i marderey

help wak o eriminal—poriy
hlding from

—whno had got away and w
the eoldiers, Al night he did not s
Fe hated to steal the food, bt he (el
certain b would b kled f he dld not

8o at the dawn he slpped down staire,
got n flle from the forge, unlocked the
pantry, tonk son ipeadd and cheese and
a pork ple thiet Unele Pumblechook hadl
gent for Christmas dinner, and ran ot

through the fogpy morning e
marshes,

e had not got gulte thera when he
comne on i i b pria, gltting on Lhe
ground, with an Iron on hig leg. Plp

thought he wias the one hi was I sedrch
of, but us goon a8 the other turned his
faer he paw by o Grialse on the check
that he wns not,  This second min in
gray, 0§ oon as he sew im, sprang o
his feel and ran awiy.

Greatly wondering, Plp went on, and it

the Flght spot b found the mon who
had felghtened Wl i the grwveyand,
Fie seamed to be almost staryved, - for

ne amitehed the foed and ate 1L ke
a hungry doge e asked Pp df Lo had
Boen ony me else on hls wey there, nnd
Fip told him of the other muan in gray
who also wore an fron on hls leg,

He ueked Plp to deseribe him, but when
Fip to!d of tho Lrulsed check the man
Yo was fecding [éw Into o rags,. e
‘pegpn 1o curae, and, gelging (hie filo, et
to flling Nke mad at his fetter, Plp
could see thit he hated the oiher con-
wial, and wab sorry he bad escaped, bul

he had fulfilled his promise now, s0 he
turned and ron home ngaln, and the last
thing hie heard was the rasp of the flle
a8 the mnn worked madly at the fetlor
on hls log. 4

Very gullty Pip felt all that Christimns
morning. o went te ehurch with Joe,
and after servico Unecle Pumblachook and
Wopele, the elerk, und other company
eamo for dinner He could not onjoy
tho gnod things to eat, for le knew thot
now hils sister must discover that the
pork-ple wiag gone. Just ns sho went
to got It he got up to run away, but as
ha opened the door he ran plump into
w flle of soldicrs.

He was sure they had come to arrest
him for helping tha convlet, but ha was
soon relloved, as the officer _at thelr
head explalned that they were on thelr
way to search tho marshes. for the ea-
caped nfen wnd wanted the blacksmlith
(o’ mand a broken hindeuff, In thelr
nrrival the pork-ple was forgoiten, while
Joe mended the handeuff in the forge.
Whon tho soldlers left, the bluciksmith
set. rip on his broad shoulder, and he
and Wopsle: went striding with them to
sea the result of the hunt,

It was sunset ns the party entered the
mnrshes, ond Lthe searches openod o't
into o wide nne. On ' n suddm all
gtopped, for o confused shouting hud come
from’ the distance, They ran toward
{t cocking thelr guns, nand Wopsle and
Joo with Plp on his shoulder, followed,

und all at opee they enme to a ditch
at the hottom of whieh tho convicet, Pip,
had fed and the one with the brulsed
cheele were struggling fiereely  logather,

The soldiers gelzed and handeuffed themn
both, the man wilh the brulsed cheek
pale and trembling, the other boasting
{hat he had dragged the man he hated
back to.captivity, even tliough It cost
him his own freedom,

AWhile the soldlars were preparing to
talka thelr prisoners hock, the convict,
I'ip had nalded, saw him standing  with
Joe. Plp lioped he would nob o think
he had had anything to do with bring-
Ing the soldlers, He wns pretly sure
ho did uot, because he presenty told
tho oflicer In every one's hearing that
the nilght hefore he had broken ng
o house where a blacksmith llved near
a church and stolen a, porik ple. Jo#
himaelf hetrd this and so FPlp knew he
himself would ba cléar of any, blame.

The convicts were laken back to thelr
cells and Joe anu Plp went home to tell
tha company of thelr adventure, Butl
nelther then nor ever afterward dld Plo
find cournge to tell Joe the part he hod
played; for Plp loyed the honest black-
smith and did not want him to think
him worse than he roally. was,

Time wenl on and-Pip srew.older and
bgger, and though he néver forgot tho
adventura of the echurchyard, yet the
memory grew dimmer, In the next few
years only one thing happened to recall
it to him. .

One evening Mrs, Joo sent Pip to lhe
villaga Inn, “The Three  Jolly Burge-
men,' with n message, Pip found Jono
there, sitlting with o stranger—a sccret-
lonking mun, who lield his head on ono
slde ‘and kept one eye perpetvally shut
up ag If he were toking adm? with a gun,
This man, when he heard Pip's noame,
lpoked at him with o curtous wink, and
whenn no one but Pip was looking® ho
took out of his pocket, to stir his drink
with, the very file Pip hdd stolen from
Joo's  forge, ‘Mp know that moment
that the man wias o friend of the con-
vier he had befriended. When Pip left
the inn the stranger ecalled him  boack
and gnve him o sillling  wrapped up
In n plece of puper,

When he got homa Mrs, Jos (who
thok the prize away from him) dlscovered
that the ploee af paper wns really two
pnnle notes, and both Joo and she won-
dered nt it The blocksiyith tried next
diny Lo find the etrunger Lo restora tho
money, but bhe had left the inn, and ‘80
it nlways remidned a mystery—to nll but
Plp, of course, who knew In his heart
tho  conviet hnd remembersd  Bbis old
and took this means of repaying him,

2.—The Strange Miss Havish-

ham.

NE duy, when PIp was considor-
ably alder, Uncle Pumblechook
brought. Mrs, Joe word that o

Miss Huwvisham, a lady who

‘ lved In his town, had heard of
Pip, aund sunted him to come o her housp
to  ses her, Mlss Havisham wns a
yvery queoy lady, indeed; g0 quoer that
womia Eald she was cruzy, but Bho was
rich, and  for this reason BMrs, Joe

serubbed Plp and dressed him In hld best
clothes and sent him off in eure of Uncly
Pumblechook, who took him as far as
Mizs Havisham's goate.

Miss Huvisham, when she was i benutl-
ful young by, hed beon  epgaged o
marry i muan named Compeygon, whom
che loved exeeedingly, e was o wleked,
henrtless villaln, however, and lad modo
her love him o only that he might per-
giade her to glve Wim great sums of
money, The marrlnge day finally was
fixed, hep weddlng elothes were hought,
the houss was decornted for the cere-
mony, the bride-cake wins put on the
tible in the dinlng room and the glests
arrlved. But  Compeyson,  the hridoe-
groom, did not egme, Miss Havishpm
was dressing for the wedding when she
recelved w cruel note from  him telling
lier e dld not intend to marry her, Bhe
hud put on her white wedding gown and
her Jawces voll and one of her patin slip-

pira-—tho olhor lay on the dressing table,
1 i ooxietly twenty  minutes to O
d'elock when she rend the note,

ihes fednted pnd afterward joy for
long  thno siek, When she recovered
gl lafd the whola plaee  wist Bha

pever thepenltee et the light of day Into
e old monslon ‘I'he  phutllors wers
elosrd, candleg were Rept always Hghted,
pud ol the clocks In the house wern
slopped ot exactly  twenty minutes o
8 o'vlock,  Nob oo thing Jnoany roonm wiks
phangod,  The  ehdecake  rotted o on
the table, the deeopatiops faded on tho
witllg, wnd day nfier duy Miss Havisham
sat In the Adressing room dressed In her
weddlng gown and vell, with ono glipper
op, the desd flowers on her e and
the trunks for her wedding journey scit.
tered about half packed, In tme Eha
becamae sbrunksn wpd oid and the white

The shouts hecame plalier and plalner, |
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eatin and lneo beeamo faded yellow, but
she never varied thls habit of life,

Hoon after her love disappointment she
had written to her lswyer In London,
who was named Jaggers, asking him to
find o baby glrl for her to wadopt as
her own, Now Ar Jaggers had just
defended In court o man named Abel
Magwiteh, the (ool of Compeyson, whno
had brolken Miss Hovisham's heart.  Com-
peyson had lempted Mogwlteh Into poss-
Ing  somno: stolen  money and they had
pboth been nrrested. At the trinl Com-
peyson ((sneak ahd Har ns he was!) ithrew
all the Blamn on his comnrade, who was
duller and less ghorp than he, and o8 @
congequence,  whila  Compoyson gol n
llght sentene, Magwliteh,  thoeugh renlly
the more innocent of tha two, had been
sent Lo the prigon ship for o term of
many years, Those lwo men, by the
wiy, wera the eonvicts who necaped Trom
the hulks Into the marshes, and Mag-
witell was the one to whom Pip brought
tha food,

hig Magwltel, as It happened, hod o
haby daughter, whieh had fallen into
My, Jagger's care, and In answer to
Miss TTavisham's request the lnwyer had
sent  thae ltte glrl to her, telling her
nothilng of Lhe child’s parentaga,
Miss Havisham had named her
tellin, and gecing she would he a. very
beauliful woman, hed determined {o bring
her up heartiess and cold, to ruin as
many men's’ lHves as posstble, so a8 to
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falthful 1ttle Blddy to teach him all she
know.

Pip saw. no. more of the paln young
gentleman, though for almost o yenr hao
went to Misa Iavlsham's overy other
day, Each Hme e saw Bstelln ond
folt” himself loving her more and more.
But she was:always unkind, and often)
when she Hod been roder than ugual,
e maw thot Migs Havisham seemaod o
tako dellght In his mortifieation,  Bomo-
times she wounld fondle Eatella's hand,
nnd hie would hear her say:

“rhat's rlght! Break thelr hearts, my
pride and hope! *Brepk thele Tearts and
have no merey! ! Y

At last one day Miss Havisham sent
for Joe, tho' blacksmith, and gave him
o bag of money, telling him that he wip
not Lo send Plp ta her any more, hut
that he should’ put him to work nml
teach him trade of Jblacksmithing,
®o Uncle Pamblechook took Pip to town

that very day and had him bound to
Joo ns an apprentlee. 5

This wnaa just whit Pip had onea
Inoked forward to with pleasure,  But
now 1t made him wretched, Through
Estella's jeers: he had come Lo feel that

blneksmithing was common and low, Ilg
{hought @ constantly, as he helped  Joa
blowing the forge flre, of Estelin’s Inoks
of dizdain, yet In spite of all _he longed
to sea lher, I

On hiz first half-holiday he went to
call on Migs Havisham, But there was

There on n bench, n and, be adtifil widow. sat Putéling

avenge her own wrongs and broken heart.
8o Istella had grown up in the dlsmal
housa. Miss IInvisham's only compan-
fon. Day by day she became more
lovely, and cven while she was stlll o
1ttle ghrl, the same nge as IPip, Miss
Havishanm wia Impatlent to “teach her
her lesson.

This was the reason Pip recelved his in-
vitation: though he hnd no lden of it
he was  Intended only ns practics for
Hille  Estella,  who, unider Miss FInv-
igham's tenching was growing up very
fond of admlration and yery epold-hearted,
Loo.
Pip
strangest
the yellow

thought  Mlss  Havisham  the
Indy T had ever seen, and
gitin,  the eandie-lighted
rooms, and the stopped clocks soomed
to him very odd, But Estella wis 80
prefly that from the first moment he
anw her he had little eye for anything
olse, Tven  though she  enlled  him
clumsy nnd common, nnd geemed to de-
lght In hurting his reclings, yet Pip fell
I love with her and could not help
himself, Miza Havisham made them
play together and tpld him to come pgiin
the next weel.

Pip went homna in very bad humor on
apeount of all the hurts which 13stelin
had glven to his feelings, Unele Pum-
blechook, belng very curlous to know all
about his trip, hullled and questioned him
o (beginning as usunl with the multipl-
entlon table) that Pip, perfectly frantle,
told hirn the most Impossible tales;  he
mild Miss  Mavisham  wis In i blaegk
conell inslde the house, and had cako
und wine handed 1o her through the
conell window on oo golden plate, and
that ho apd she played with flags and
awords, while four dogs [ought for veal
cutlets out of o silver busket, But
when Unele Pumblechoolk told Joe these
wonders, Plp was remorseful, e went
{o tha forgo and conlesed 1o Joo thit
ho had  been telllng n falsehood, and
promiged ho would never do so ngaln,

This visit wns the [lrat of many that
Pip pald to the gloomy house whose
phutlers were nlways elosal,  Next thnoe
e went he wis tiken Inio the chamber

where the decayed wedding coke  sit
on the table Tha voom was full of
relatives of Miss Havigham (for 1t wos

her birthdoy), who spont thelr Jives flats
terlng  und  ceringing, hidping when  she
dlod she would leaye them goms monay,
After o Lime Plp went nto the garden
and thers he met anothe:r relative In
the persom of o pale young gentlemnn
about hig  own uge, but larger, who
promptly lowered his hend, butted Tp
fin the stomapch and inylited him to Aght,
Pip was 5o sure nobody else’s heal e
Jonged b the plt of his stomach thot
he gbliged Wim ot onee, and ng o prio-
tlea ft the forge had made him tougl,
it was not muny minutes  hefore  tho
pale young gondlemun was lying on hils
back, looking up ot him out of an ex-
ceeillngly blaek eye.and with o Dleeding
eounteninel

When 1stella et Plp oout of the gato
thit iy ho goessed  that she had soon

the enconnter and that somehow: It had
plepsed  her, for sho guve Wm her cheek
1o kiss, Yot he knew that ot heart
gho thonght hlm only o eonn (R EIE
mon oy, AL 1o be wentod rudely and
insolently. T'ods thought rankled morn
and more In Lim,  He made us his

mind 19 siludy wnd learn, and he got

no Estolla, Miss Havisham told him
she hnd sent her abroad ‘to ba educated
as 4 lady, and when tho miserable tears
sprang to Plp's eyes, she laughed. WWhen
hn got heme he contided in Blddy, Ilo
told her how he loved Hstella, and that
e wianied more than anything else In
the world to . be a /gentloman. Mean-
while he begnn to stody hard at any
spara time he had, end Blddy helpod
him all she could. -

Pip might have fallen in love with
Blddy if he hnd not had Matella nlways
fn his’ mind, Orlick, Jog's helper, In-
deed, thought he had) done go, nnd It
muide him hato Plp more than ever, for
he was In love with Blddy himself, Ia
grow morose and guarrelsome and spoke
sp- roughly to Ars, Joo' ono. day that
shio was mot satlsfied til the hlacksmith
tool off his singed apron and knocked
the surly Orllck down' in the coal dust.

Mhis was o costly-revengs for Mrs,
Joo, however, Orllck nover forgave it
and o few nigbts after, when no. ono
wig ot homa but herself. he ecrept in
behind her in the kitohen ‘and  struck
her B terriblo blow” on the head with
n pleco of Iron,  Hours afterward Jon
found Mrs, Joo lylng senseless, und
though she llyed to recover o part of
lior | ABNECS, Hti\faﬂ never scolded dr spoko
ngain, Sho grew well epough at last
to alt all dny in her chalr, but was
go helpless that Biddy came to the house
o ho hor nurse, It chanced that a
prisonor had  escaped from  tho prison
bouts on the night Mrs, Joo was In-
Jured, and he was thought to bho the
one who atlicked: her, Put: Pip sus-
pected Orlick all the while,

Bo {lmo went on, Onee a year, on
fils Lirthday, Plp wont to see hMisa Tlavi-
gham, bul he neyer. saw BEstelln,  And
nothing else of partleular Importance ge-
curred t1 he hod heen for: four years
Joa's apprentice,

One plght, 48 Plp sat with Joa beforo
the fire In the “Threa Jolly Bargemen,”
thoy wera called out by a gentleman
whom Plp remembersd to have seen once
nt Miss Havisham's, 1L was, ‘as A mntier
of fact, Mr, Jaggers, her lawyer, who
lnd Eent Eetelln (oo her ps B baby. 1o
wilked homa with {hem, for ha had &
wonderful piece of news, It was that

was niot permitted to tell, Intended when
ho dled to leave Dlp o fortune,  In tna
meantime he wished to hava him: edu-
ented to beecome n gentlemun, and 08 n
Ind of Great Bxpeetntions, and, the better
{0 do. this, he wished Plp to go without
doelay to Lowdon,

This great gond fortune seemed B0 manr-
velous that IHp could) hardly belleve It
Tio had never imagined Misa llavisham
mtended 1o befriend  him, but now he
guessel nt pnee that sha was hls un-
known pairon,  And he jumped’ next to
another conclusion ayen mors splendld—
that she ntended him sometine io marey
Estolln and wia cyen then educnting her
for him,  Plp woent homm almost in o
dren, too full of his own: prospects tu
sen how sud Itddy wes beneath hep glad-
Hess for B, of how serrowful the good
nows mida Joo,
it nlght Welella's face eame hefors
Lim, faller than ever of disdain,  As he
thought of her and of the fine gentipmun
he wag Lo hecpma the humble kitchen
and forge seemed Lo Brow commoner and
meaner Ly contrast,  He began to be-
come o little spolleg and disdalntul him-

an unknown henefactor, whosa name he-
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self. The news soon epread about, and
every one who had looled down upan
im now gove him smlles and flattery.
Unele Bimtlechook wapt on his shoulder
and (Instend of telling him, as had heen
‘his ecustom, that he was suro ta coma L0
n had ‘enfd) reminded him that he, Pl
hnd nlways peen his fovorlte, DMro Jog-
gers hnd glven him o generous amount
of maney to buy new eclothes with, and
these tended to mnke Plp moro spolled
than nver, Iie bogan Lo feel conde-
scending toward Blddy, and found him-
self wondering whethdér, when he should
be rich and eduecated, Joo's manners would
not moke him blush If they should meet,

And even when the dny eame for him
Ao bld  them goodby and he climbed
abpard the conch for London' he thought
more of (hede things and his own good
Inek than of the home he was parting
from forever, or of the true and loving
hearts he was leaving behind him.

This was an Ignoble beglnning for Plp
and one that he came afterward to re-
member with shame! -

3—Pip Discovers His Benefac-
tor.

R. Jaggers, the lawyer, In whoso
care Pp found himself In Lon-
don, was sharp and secret, aml
wnm go feared by erlminals that
they would never go near hls

house, though he never locked his door
pven at night.

He had ‘o crusty clerk named Wem-
mick, ns secret as he and o degl queerer,
He lved in a lttle wooden eottage that
he ecalled the: “'Castie,” with iz top cut
out like n fort. It had a ditoh all around

1t with o plank draw-bridge. When
thie got home from the offlce in the
evening he pulled up the draw-bridge

and ran up & flag on o flag staff planted
there; and exsactly nt nine every night
he Nred off o brass cannon that he kept
In a latllee-work fortress hegide It. =

Wemmlek was the firat oné Plp met
In London, and the clerk took him to
the rooms where' Mr, Jaggers had ar-
ranged for Plp to llve with the son of
o gentleman who wns to be his teacher,»
This. gontleman was o, Mr. Pocket,
relatlve (ngs Pip dlscovered) of Misg Havi-
sham, which fact made ali the more cer-
taln 'that s=he was his unknown friend,
Mr. Pocket's son was named Horbert, and
the minute he and Plp flrst saw each
other they burst out lnughing. For Mer-
bert wis none other than the pale young
gentleman who, years befora In Miss Hawv-
itham's garden, Pip had last scen looking
up at him out of alvery black eye.

They were excellent friends from-—that
hour, and always remalned so. They
occupled the rooms logether when they
werp in London, and Plp also had a room
of ‘his own at Mr, Pocket's house in
the country. The latter wos a helpless
scholarly man  who dépended. - op Mre.
Pockel Lo manage everything, and she
depended on the servants. There wera
aeven lttlo Pockets of varlous nges lumb-
Hng ahout the house, and Mrs, Pocket's
only lden, seemed to he to send them
all to hed when any one of them was
troublesome. At such times Mr, Pocket
would groan, pul his hands In hls halr,
1ft #lmself same Inehes out of his chalr
and then let himselt down again.

But, in spite of his oddltles, Mr, Pocket
was an excellent teacher, and Plp, In
pome regards, madd progress.. But hig
Great Expoctations taught him bad habils,
He found It 5o easy to spend money Lhat
hn soon overstepped the allowance Mr,
Joggers had told him was his, and not
only had got into debt himself but led
Horbert, who was far poorer, Into debl
also, =

Joo enma to ses hlm enly onee, and
thien Plp's spolled. eyes ovarlooked hig
true, rugged manliness and noted more
clearly his awkward manners and halte
ing speeeh. Joo was qulel to see thia
dlfference In the Pip ho had knowm
and he did not stay long——only long
enough to leave a message from Miss
Havisham;  that Istelln had ryeturped
from nbroad and would be gind to mue
him | he came,

Plp logt no time in making this vislt,
and started the very next day, The old
houss Jooked Jjust the same, but a new
sorvant opened the gate for him; it wae
Onlick, ns low-browed, and sullen and
gurly ns ever and Plp saw in his first
glance that his old hatred wus st
smoldering,

Miss Invisham was in her room, dress-
ed In the same worn wedding dress, and
hesides: her, with dlamonds on her neek
and halr, sat Batella, Pip hardly knew
the lattor, she had grown eo heautiful,
But ghe was proud and wilful ps of old,
and though he felt the old love growlng
‘stronger every moment, he felt no near-
er to her than In those past wretched
days ' of his boyhood, Refora he letl,
Migs IHavishaom uasked NWim eagerly 10
1stella were not more loyely, and as he
sl by her wlone drew his head close to
her Mps and whispered flercely:

“Love her, lova hew, lova herl If sho
tavars you, love her! If she lears your
heart (o pleces, love her, love her, love
her!'

Though this vislt took him so .’ near
the old forge, Pip did not go te see Joo
and Dlddy, Indeed, only onee In the
months ihat followed dig he pea 4ihem,
and that wis when lis went to attend
the funeml of Mrs, Joe, :

After thut ho had no negd to leaye Lon-
don to see HEstella, for Miss Havishamp
soon sont her 1o live In the elty, from
whieh plhce she required her to write
letters wepkly, telllng her how many men
gho lind fnselnnted ond made wretched,
Plp saw hep constuntly and toriured hime=
golt with the growing Lellef thut Allsa
Hayvlshom's teaining (the  purpose | of
which ho had began to percolye) Was
really syccoeding i erushing her heart,
and wons leaving her with no power to
lova any one,

Thug, hetween hope and despily, lp
hoeima 0f dge. Mr, Jnggors now -
formed  him that o eorlaln largo U
waos hlg to spend each yonr,  Ho wiad
deoply i debt ond o gregt part of Hls
first year's portlon wenl to pay his credl.
tors, But with the remainder no (ld
w good and unselfleh deed;  ho hought
georotly a ghare |n @ good business for
Herbert, so that hls comrade became &
partner.

kens

A Bront ploy Wias now lo fall upen

,}

»iﬁac!h‘e Ermm:e Rives fm

Plp without waming—something that
changed  thn  whola ¢ourse nof his Iife.
Ono ralny night, when Ierbert was away
from London, ns he sat alone in lhv%l;
rooms, 1 heavy step stumbled up the
stalp nnd o man entered, Iie was conrse
and rough looking and tanned with cx-
nosire, with o furrowed bald head, tufled
at the sldes with gray halr,  Thera wos
something atrangoly famillar to Plp In
his faee, but at frat he did not recognizo
him. Heelng this, the stranger throw
down_hla  hat, twiated o handkerchiet
around his head, took a 'fllé from Nhis
pocket and walked acrosa the room with
. eurlous  shivering galt that brought
back Lo Plip's mind, lke a lightning flash,
tha scepi In the ehurchyard so many
years ngo, when he had sat perched on
a tombstone looking in terror at- that
same man's face.  And he know all ut
onoe that the man was the eschped
convict of that dny.

Tt -was a slrange story the newcomer
told then, n #tory that Plp's hearl sank
to hear, = Miss Havisham had not hoen
his benefactor after all.  Tha pne whosa
money had  educated him, had set him
thera In London to live® the lfe of n
gaitleman, Lhe one to whom lie was In-
debted for every penny he owned, wag
Abel Magwlteh, a eriminal—tha conviet
for whom he had once stolen food yedrs
bafore! t

Plp sank Intd a chalr trembling ns
Muagwlteh, In a hoarse volce, told his
story, Me told how the man, Compey-
gon had led him into erime and then
desierted hiny,'and ow he had hated him
go flercely that afler'they both had es-
eaped fram' the prison® hulks  he: had
dragged hlm back to imprisonment aven
at the losa of his own liberly, = low
for that ottempt to escaps he had heen
aentenced’ to transportation for life, and
head been sent to Botany Bay In.Australli,
whera In time he became In o measure
free, though forbldden under penalty of
denth to return to England How he
had never forgotten’ the llttle Plp who

had trled to aid him, and how he hacd
sworn (that he would repany him many
tmes  pvar. How he had taken to.

sheap-ralaing’ and prosperad, and heeama
a rich man. How he had written Lo
Mr. Jaggers, the lawyer, who had de-
fended him, and- commissloned him to
find Plp and educate him. ' And how at
last he had dared even tha death penalty
ta eome to England to see how he fnred,
His voles shook-as he told how he had
glnved through all the years looking for-
ward only to thle moment when he ghould
come back to see the little Plp whom he

had made Into n gentleman,
Poor Plp! 1£ was an end to all his
Areams of Miss Havisham and of Fs-

He shrank from Magwitch, horri-
fled at the bare thought of what hoe
owed to him. Fe foroed himself to ul-
ter some trembling words and set food
before him, watching him as he ate llka
a ravenous old dog, his heart Hie lead,
all hia plans knocked askew, pitying the
pititul aftection of the man, but shrink-
Ing from. him as if from oo wild bheast,
with all his childlsh dread Increased a
hundred fold.

At length Plp put Magwitch 1o sleep
{n Herhert's room, Hut all that nlght
he himsalf lny tossing and slecpleso,
staring Into tha 'darkness and lstening
to tho raln outside.

tella,

4—How Pip Came to Himself.

HE days that followed wero one
T long agony to Plp.  When 1Her-
wits true to his friendship and together
thay planned what to d :

It was clear to Pip thiM he could not
spend any more of Magwiteh's money;
indeeq recolling from him as he did  he
would” have gladly repald® every penny
“t Jt had heen posslble, To mako the
mitter worde, It seomed that Magwitch
had brought a great deal of money with
him and was dotermined that Pip should
moyp Into a fashlonable house, buy fost
horges, keep servants and llve most ex-
penalvoly. Tlp hesitated Lo tell Mag-
witeh hla deelslon, however, for all the
convlel now plinned showed how much
he had thought of him and loved him
in. hiy rough avay during all the years
ha had tolled In Australln, Meanwhily
he and Herbert kept Mngwitch hidden
a8 muech ns npossible, nnd gave out that
tho old man was Pip's uncle, on a visit
from ‘the country, .

Unluckily Magwitel's coming to London
hiid, been noticed, Ha had been scen
In' the strect and followed lo Plp's
TOOMS, And tho man who gaw him
was hle bltterest enemy—Compeyson, the
broaker of Miss IHavisham's heart, who
had tirst mede Magwitch a  eriminal,
pnd whom the convlet so haled.  Com-
poyson  had served  out hls term, and
wis now free, Mo saw hls chance to
pay the old grudge with Magwitch's 1ifg,
In order, howevar to make sure of hig
capture, he decided to entice Pip away

bert returned he (old him the
whole  story. Herbert:  wis
ghoclked and Aurprised, but ha

and  bring  the pollee upon Magwltch
when ho! would have no ona te warn
hilm,

Moanwhlle, uncnnscious of Uil plot, Pip
made p lust visit to Miss Havisham, Ile
felt now that he wasagaln poor and with-
out prospects, and with small hope. of
winning Estelln,  But finding her thers,
in ‘Migs Havisham's presonce, ho told her
how dearly he hind always loved her slncs
the first day they hnd met, She seemeil
moved by hls  distress,” but her leart
had not yet awakened, ‘Bhe told him
that ghe was about o marry ona wham
he knew for o conrse, hrulal man, in
oyory: way beneath lier, And then Plp
know cortalnly that Miss Haylsham's bits
tor tenching had borno its frult at last,
and thul Estells wag to marry thls man
g o final Atal to all the othor worthlor
ones who loved hor maore truly, !

In spita of her years of self-torture
and rovengeful thoughts, Miss Haviehom
had BUll oo spark of redl plly,  Aws ip
rominded hap of the wreek sho hnd mudy
of him, through Estelln, and through al-
towlng him falsely 1o bollove her lild
penefuctor, his agony struck her with
romorge,  Bho put her hapd (o her heart
as he onded, and as he left thom. ha
saw through his own tears hep hand sbill
pressed Lo her alde and her faded face
ghastly In the dindlellght,

Blck with despalr, Pip went back to
London, to learn from Wemimlck, My,
Jagger's friendly clerk, thaf the yoomse

1

wera walched, and that he and Herbert
(who In the abdaenes of Pip had con-
fided In him) had removed Magwlteh to
another lodging—na room overlooking the
rivor, which L would be easier, I worst
cima 1o worat, to get hilm on wosliip and
#o out of the country,

To do thia It was neceasary to walt
for i favorable chance, Bo Dlp, pro-
viding for Muagwliteh's comfort mepntime,
bought n bolit, and he and Herbert rowed
dalty up and down the rlver, so thil when
the Ume jcime Lo row the convict to
some  scit-going ship they would be oe-
customed to ol the turns of the stream,

Pip soon learned that Compeyson. was
thelr spy. Wopsla, who In Plp's lky-
hood . hid been the elerk o tho village
church, had turned wetor (he made, 1o
be sure, very, poor one!), and wos npw
plazing In London, In the thealre one
nighy he recognized in the audlenco the
pale-fuced conviet whom he had Cones,
with Joe, the blacksmith, and little Pip,
aeen drigged back to capliure by his moro
powerful fellow,’ Fip. had longd ago
learned  from Magwiteh that thls man
wag Compeyson, and when Wopalo sald
he bt seen him stiting  dlrectly. back
of, Plp at the play, 'the Intter reallzed
that they had  this bitter enemy to
reckon with, and that Magiwltch was In
tarriblo danger, :

Only ‘once was this time of walting
fnterrupted, and that wag ' hy o letter
from . Milss 1lavisham  begging Plp to

comn 1o Beo her,  He went, and she told
hlm sh™ reallized now too late how wicked
her plans  bad been, and begged him
with tears o Lry to forglve her.
sore n% his own heart was, forgave her
frecly, and glid he was ever afterward
thut he had done so.

For that samo’ night, while' ho was
stinding near her, her yellowed wedding
vell weeplng too: near the earth, caught
flre ‘and In an Inslant her whole dress
hurst into flame,  DPip worked desperiales-
Iy to put out the ' fire, but she was
s frightfully burned that It was plain
she eould not live long, Iis own hands
apd’ arms  were  palnfully injured | nlso,
s0  that he returned to Londan  with
one’ nrm, for tho tlme being, almost
uscless,

Compeyveon, meanwhile,
with  Orlick, and. between
wrote ‘Plp a letter, decoying
Jonely hut in the marshes, ' When ha
camo there Orllck: Lhrew @ HOOSG OVer
his head, tled him to the wall nnd would
have klilled him with a great stone-
hammer but for Herbert, who broke down
the door and rushed in just-In time to
put Orliek to flight and to save Pip'a
1ife, Harbart had plcked up the letter
Pip hand thrown down, read it, seen 'in
it .something %uppiclous, and had fol-
jowad from: London. =

Pip saw now why he had. been de-
eoyed mwny, ana Knew there was no
time to losc If he wanted to Save Mag-
whteh, They made haste (o London,
and when night fell took the conviet
in the rowboit and Jay lo a few miles
down  the river, ‘waitlng to Dboard n
stoamer bound for Cermany.

Whit happened next happened very
ppecdlly. They wers about ‘to board
the ateamer when @ boat contalning
Compeyson and gome police shot out from
the bank, Compeyson calling on. Mag-
witeh  to  surrender. The two hoats
claghed together und the satenmer, unabls
to stap, Tan them both down. ALl tho
game moment Magwiteh selzed Compey-

made [frlends
them they
him o a

son cand they went into the water lo-
gether, :
Wien Plp came to himself the steamer

hail gone, hls owh hboit had sunk nnrl
he and Herbert had been dragged ahoard
tha other, A faw moments later Mag-
witeh was picked up, badly injured In
tha chest, nnd wns handeuffed. But
they never found Compeyson—the other
had killed Jhim In that fearful strugglo
undeyr water,

That night Mugwiteh wns ledged In
jall and befors muny doya he was trled
for roturning to England and was sen-
tonced to be hapged,  But 1t was clear
hefore this that lls Injury would never
let him lve to suffer this penalty,

And now, ns he sawTThe conviet lying
day by day drawing nearer to death,
ealling him ‘denr hoy'! and watching for
hisg face, all the Joathing and repugnance
Pip had felt for hhin, vanishell awny,
e sot beslde the slek man at his trlal;
now he sat besldo his eot each day in
hia cell, holding hls hand,  He knew now
thera could s no posibility/of his toking
the fortune the eonviet weuld leave, for,
heing condemned to death, all hls prop-
erty went to the Crown. But he did
not tell Magwiteh, whose last hous wers
not emblttgred by this knowledgo

One thing he discovered, howey whieh
ho- told the dying min,  This concerned
Esteltn. As tho Tilm  of death cama
over the conviet's fape Plp pald; 'Dear
Magwlteh, you hag a ehild onee, whoin
you Joved and lost.  Bhe s lving stol,
She I8 oo lndy and very heautiful,  And
I lpye her!!
naws, Magwitch died,

Before thig: iorbert had Jeft Hngland
for Calro, whither his businesa took him,
Left alpng, after the strain, Pip fell slck
of ' fovoer and In the midst of this found
himself: arrested for debt, That was
tha Ingt he knew for many weeks, When
ho came to himsel! he found Joe, the
true-hearted  bineksmith,  pursing = him,
Ta had pald Pip'a debis, Mlss Ilavi-
sham was dead and Orilpk wns serying
A Jnll wentence for vobhing Unele Pum=
blehook's house,

Joo's: fulthtulnesa ginote Plp with 8
sensg of his own Ingrattudo. After n
vislt 'to the.old forge with Joe and Blddy,
npw Jge's wife, Plp felt how trioe were
the ald frlends, and burked forover tho
past falso pride and folly and Knew him-
gelf for all hls trinls o nobler man,

e salled to Cdlro, where hn hecams
n elork in Herbert's businoss house, and
finndly & partner, and Wowag eleven years
before he wis In BEngland agoln,

Then, ona doy he went down tn the
old pulied: lgse whore Miss Hovisham
had Uyed, | e entered tho wood-grown
girden, and thope an i boneh, & #od,
beautitul wldow, ant 15stella,  Her hus-
band hod treéated hor brotally til he
dled, and slig hind learped through sulfer-

had thrown away the one Lhing that
eould have made her happy—Pls: love,

When Pip and she left the old houge
that day It was haad In hand, never
to part pgng b :

And with this last glnd

Plp, .

Ing to kKnow thut she had 8 heart and



